Charlie’s Country

A guide to cinematography

Camera
Shots

Here are some of the basic camera shots. However,
students shouldn’t get too focused on the technicalities.
What is most important is that (a) they have the knowledge
to identify the purpose and meaning of a particular shot and
(b) they can communicate this clearly.

Whether they describe a shot as a close up or a head and
shoulders shot doesn’t matter. They just need to know that
this kind of shot focuses on the face to build character and
communicate thoughts, emotions and reactions.

In terms of camera angles, while there are a few low angle

shots, much of the action is filmed at eye-level to highlight

Charlie’s presence and point of view.
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Close up
(This shot is
also notable
because
Charlie looks
straight at
the camera.
This is
unusual in
films.)
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